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Our Mission:

To provide fire science to
resource managers, land-
owners, and the public about
the use, application and ef-
fects of fire within A
the region §

i Visit oakfirescience.com

9 Eind us on Facebook n

9 Eollow us on Twitter

1 Watch us onVimeo
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GOOD FIRE POLICY DEPENDS ON INVOLVEMENT FROM
FIRE MANAGERS AND SCIENTISTS

By Dr. Robin M. Verble, Missouri University of Science and Technology

Five of the Ten Standard Fire Orders address communication, and a good prescribed burn manager knows
that the ability to make sure you are clearly, accurately, and promptly addressing your team is fundamental to
successful operation. Once we leave the field and our crew, our ability to communicate about wildland fire
becomes no less important. As destructive wildfires become an increasingly visible part of the landscape, the
to provide clear and accessible information to the public and policymakers about the full scope of wildland fire
critical Too often, we rely on others to tell 0 |
of our jobd or O6not something wedre good at.é Ho\
and its effects, and we are best poised to establish the societal narrative around fire. Additionally, with large
western wildfires routinely dominating national news, an uninformed legislature is an imminent hazard to
prescribed burning nationwide. It is inevitable that people will form opinions about wildland fire. And the
sobering reality is that choosing not to engage ¢
possibly less supportive, organizations or individuals to set the tone for the discussion. Ultimately, it is our chc
whether we choose to actively shape public opinion and potential laws or passively allow others to control the
narrative and outcomes.

The Oak Woodlands & Forests Fire Consortium spreads across eight states, and the rules and laws gove
prescribed burning in our region have generally been some of the ledefiveellin the country. While we may
feel immune to negative public perception issues that states like California face when they experience smoke
hazards and large wildfires, incidents like the Gatlinburg fires in 2016 paint a different picture of our future. In
Missouri, through the dedicated work of the Prescribed Fire Council and partners, the governor recently signe
the first piece of legislation that directly addresses prescribed bitissaufi House Bill No. 3§9This law sets
the standard of liability for prescribed burners, thus easing access to insurance for those individuals and pavir
the way for additional legislation.

As other states that still lack defined standards for fire management begin to consider their legislative
agendas for the coming year, you should also be advocating to your local fire council or

natural resources organization to take up similar efforts, informing your neighbors about - Cont6d on
IRE | P
i 'u 2 Y | ; | A {' w -;:;."
Prescribed fire managers have the potential ,tto p
indistinguishable from potential hazardous wildfire. (Photos: 2007 Arkansas Nature Conservanc Crew)



http://www.oakfirescience.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Oak-Woodlands-and-Forests-Fire-Consortium/302945966434157
https://twitter.com/#!/oakfirescience
http://vimeo.com/oakfirescience
https://house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills211/hlrbillspdf/0855H.01I.pdf
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Characterizing the Context and Demand for

t he US
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Servicebo

Landscape Restoration Program in 2020

Chad Kooistra, Emily Sinkular, Courtney Schultz, Journal of Forestry, August 2021

n this research article, authors present background and updated

information on the US Forest

Landscape Restoration Program (CFLRP). The article provides
updates on associated laws and USFS policies, findings from a syste
review of new CFLRP proposals considered for funding in the US fed
fiscal year (FY) 2020, and context related to broad trends USFS
restoration policy.

The intent of the CFLRP is to support collaborative, schasss forest

S

Management Implications

I Landscape scale collaborative restoration processes can inc
project complexity and efficiency.

9 Collaborative programs have the potential to leverage signifi
funding to meet shared objectives

feas
re
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restoration, reduce fire management costs and risk of uncharacteristic wildfire through the reestablishment of agmegiras, fand to support local
economies and forest industry. The CFLRP involves théelongprioritization, implementation of forest restoration and weédfiitigation activities, and
monitoring of large landscapes. Important and innovative attributes of this program include multiyear funding commitreguitedrubllaboration with
nonfederal partners. Particularly unique about this program is that National Forests are required to work in a struzturgithreatablished collaborative
groups which include diverse interests and resources, and that the collaborative groups are not managed by the USFS.

Established through Title IV of the Omnibus Public Lands Act of 2009, the CFLRP authorized the US Secretary of Agrequiasteimto $40 million

require that CFLRP funds may only be used for
to 50% of restoration and monitoring costs, with
rest to come from local, regional, or National

Forestso
contributions, and stewardship contracts and

economic and industry development.

Funds were competitively awarded for up to 2
projects per year, per USFS region, following
requests for proposals in FYs 2010 and 2020.

the continental US. Fivand-10 year reports
provide accomplishment information for these
funded projects and highlight support for the

The restoration of shortleaf pine woodlands is a major component of the CFLRP project in the NPSPRFARh(§ee the fiyear reporHERE and
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annually for FYs 201019. Supporting legislation

up
the

budget skind part n

agreements. Projects are encouraged to leverage
resources to better align restoration goals on USFS
lands with adjacent nddSFS lands to support local

new

Proposed projects could request up to $4 million
annually for up to 10 years, and were required to
include a landscape of at least 50,000 acres. As of
2019, 23 CFLRP projects have been funded across


https://www.fs.fed.us/restoration/documents/cflrp/CFLRP_5-YearReport.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/jofore/fvab044

