
 
 

Cur rent  River  Piner y 
 

Self -Guided Tour  
 

Mark Twain National Forest 
Carter County 

Missouri  
Before European settlement, more 

than 6 million acres of fire-adapted 
shortleaf pine woodland spread across 

the southern Missouri Ozarks.   

An early 1900s timber boom began a 
process that reduced pine woodlands 

to scattered fragments. Fire 
suppression  has allowed hardwoods  

to overtake the pine.  
 

Now, less than 10% of  these  
pine woodlands remain.  

 

Some of the best remaining pine 
woodland fragments are in the Current 
River Pinery! Here you can find species 

that are declining elsewhere due to 
disappearing habitat.  

 

1) Scan the QR code below with your 
mobile device 

2) Visit www.oakfirescience.com  
and search for keywords:  

 �¶�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W���5�L�Y�H�U���3�L�Q�H�U�\���· 

Two ways to dow nload the four 
podc ast audio f iles:  
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Prairie warbler 

Purple milkweed 



Visit all of the tour stops, each with 
a different interpretive sign and 

podcast, which describe the history, 
ecology, and social benefits of these 

pine woodlands. 

As you drive, enjoy big pines, 
spreading oaks, and all the scenery in 
the Current River Pinery. In season, 

see birds, butterflies, flowering  
trees, and wildflowers. 

Learn how the U.S. Forest Service 
and partners are using prescribed 
fire to restore the pine woodlands 
here, which supports plants and 
animals that are adapted to fire-

maintained woodlands.  

Fascina ting & sc enic t our st ops  

Ecology 
tour stop  

Hist or y 
tour stop  

 Tour Route 
 
Tour Stops 

Overview 

History 

Ecology 

Benefits 

DIRECTIONS 
From Van Buren, MO, take U.S. 60 west 5.4 miles, then go 4.8 miles sout h on 
State Hwy C. Go right on Trail Nine Road to the first tour stop. 
 

From Winona, MO, take U.S. 60 east 11 miles to Fremont, then  go 5 miles south 
on State Hwy J. Go right on Pineknot Road to the first tour stop.  
 

Start the tour by visiting either Overview sign at the east or west end, then 
traverse the pinery to visit stops that tell about the history, ec ology, and 
societal benefits of these restored ecosystems.  
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Red-headed woodpecker 


